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1. (C) StMMRYi On January. 28, the Venezuelan catholic 
Bishops* Conference rejected an invitation from President 
Ctaavas for a private Meeting. Citing •recant acta, 
judgment e, and degrading expressions* by Chaves, 
totally inadmissible, ■ the churchmen judged, thia hostility 
ae eimed not only at the Cardinal and the Papal Nuncio, but 
also *at the Church itself , that la to say, the People of 
God, which correepo nde to the immense majority ot the ' 
Vencaualan people. »| 



THE CHURCH RKBU?P8 CHAVBZ 



2. (U) On January 26, the Venezuelan Episcopal (Catholic 
Bishops ' ) Conference rejected an invitation fron Pre aidant 
Chaves for a private meeting. Citing "recent acta, 
judgment a, and degrading expression*" by Chavez and acme 
member* of hia government, "as totally inadmissible, ■ the 
Churchmen judged this hoatility aa aimed at not only the 
Cardinal and the Papal Nuncio, but alao "at the Church 
itself, that la to aay, the People of God, which 
correspond! to the imaenee majority of the Venezuelan 
people.* Thia decision cornea after Chaves on January 2t 
called the Catholic Church "a tumor" and made subsequent 
comments in hia "Alo Presidents" show in a similar vein. 
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